
 

 

 

 

March 31, 2020  

 

Dear Goodwill Excel Center Students: 

 

We hope this finds you and your family doing well and staying healthy during these 

unique and challenging times. As a GEC community, we are strong and are uniting to 

uplift one another and find ways to support and encourage each other through these 

new times. It is our goal to provide excellent continued support with your schoolwork 

and to find ways to support you with any new challenges that arise. It is the challenging 

times that bring communities together, and we know the GEC community is a resilient 

community and can continue to rise and push forward.  

 

As a reminder, GEC’s new timeline is the following: 

• Wednesday, April 1 to Friday, April 24 – Distance Learning for Term 4  

 

• Monday, April 27 – GEC hopes to re-open for normal operations for Term 4 

 

All assignments for distance learning will be uploaded to Google Classroom sites for 

your scheduled classes. At the end of this letter, you will find the classroom codes for all 

classes in Term 4. For your assignments, teachers will post one video lesson each day 

to review key skills for the assignment. Additionally, teachers will be available during the 

class period via Zoom, Google Classroom, and/or other platforms used to answer any 

questions, carry out a mini lesson, and support you on the assignments.  

 

We fully understand that distance learning may not be the preferred way of learning. We 

understand it poses other challenges and we also understand you are balancing many 

responsibilities at home during this unique time. We want to make sure that you have 

access to your assignments and have multiple opportunities to connect with your 

teachers. Additionally, your coach will be checking in with you each day to offer support 

and answer questions. We will be setting up “coaching sessions” using Zoom to build 

out our virtual community of support to each of you.  

 

We also understand that not everyone might have access to the online work and/or 

might prefer to have a hard copy. We will open GEC for students who are able and want 

to travel and pick up hard copies of their work at GEC. All work will be prepared for a 

quick pick up and we will be controlling the students allowed in the building at any given 

time. If you plan to come to GEC, you must bring your student ID with you when you 

travel to GEC and enter the building as DC is now on travel restrictions due to the virus 

and you will need to present this if asked.  

 



 

 

 

 

• Thursday, April 2 from 10-3pm – Students with the last names A-K can come 

into GEC to pick up the next 2 weeks of assignments.  

 

• Friday, April 3 from 10-3pm – Students with the last names L-Z can come into 

GEC to pick up the next 2 weeks of assignments.  

 

During the assignment pick up time periods we will also have pre-packaged bags of 

food from our food pantry available for pick up. These bags will include items such as 

peanut butter, jelly, apple sauce, granola bars, and canned goods.  

 

We know these are several questions around how work will be graded and how you will 

receive feedback on your assignments. Below are the revised answers to some FAQs 

that we sent out last week and do know that your teachers will be addressing these 

questions starting April 1 as they share distance learning assignments, norms, and 

assessment schedules.  

 

The health and safety of our students is always paramount. Please follow the guidance 

of the CDC and the DC Health guidelines during this time and remember to maintain the 

social distancing protocols. If you have any further questions, you can always email me 

at Chelsea.Kirk@goodwillexcelcenter.org or call me at (202)-309-6615.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Dr. Chelsea Kirk 

School Director 

 

Cc: Catherine Meloy 

      Colleen Paletta 

      Nicholas Paczkowski  
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

 

What are the deadlines for my assignments and when are my assignments “due” 

for my classes?  

There are not set deadlines for your current assignments. More information will be 

provided to you on April 1. Right now, the priority is for you to focus on giving your best 

effort on your assignments and completing as much of the work as you can. You should 

be in touch with your teachers about how to turn in the work. 

 

How do I turn in my completed work and assignments to my teachers?  

• You can submit handwritten work by taking a picture of your assignment and 

emailing it to your teacher.  

• Any work completed online can be uploaded to Google classrooms or the 

platform used by your teacher. We have a one-pager that will be shared with you 

about how to upload assignments in Google classrooms.  

• If you have any questions about how to turn in your completed work, reach out to 

your coach and your teacher for clarity.   

 

How are my assignments being graded during this time period with distance 

learning?  

When we return on March 31, your coaches and your teachers will check in with you 

about your work and provide you an update with the new assignments and how grades 

will be determined.  

 

The new assignments, that you will have access to beginning on April 1, will come with 

instructions as to how grading will be carried out with classwork and assessments. For 

Term 4, we are focusing enriching your learning, encouraging your focus and 

engagement, and extending your studies in your classes.  

 

As in line with our competency-based model at GEC, we will be holding our 

assessments for this term as the most weighted portion of your grade. Your teachers 

will share your assessment schedule with you and you will learn when you will have 

your assessment windows, what will be assessed, and how you will both access and 

turn in these assessments for grading.  

 

What are the next steps with my classes if the school closure period extends?  

If school closure extends beyond April 27, we will communicate a plan of action to our 

school community. Rest assured, your learning is our priority and we are focused on 

successfully completing Term 4 and Term 5.  



 

 

 

 

 

How do I access new assignments for Term 4? 

You will have multiple ways to access new assignments for Term 4, which include: 

• Hard copy assignments via pick up  

• Uploaded materials onto Google Classroom  

• Emailed assignments  

• Pre-recorded video lessons for all classes  

• Online class sessions through Zoom  

• Other online platforms that teachers are using in specific courses  

• Check in calls with GEC staff members to monitor progress and any questions  

• Office hours with your teacher via Google Classroom and Zoom  

 

If one of these options does not work for you, please communicate with your coach any 

challenges you might have. We want to ensure there is an option for all students to 

access their work and successfully learn and complete their work during this distance 

learning phase.  

 

How can I get support on my work or get in contact with my teacher?  

If you need support on your work and completing your assignments, contact your coach 

who will then connect you to the teacher. You can also directly contact the specific 

teacher utilizing communication established for each class.  

 


